CANADA
relationships, political programmes, and constitutional forms
appropriate to them: the canoe, the snow-shoe, the chartered
company, the mercantilism, the feudal governance of a fur-
trading colony of the old French regime; the canals, the ports,
the wooden sailing-ships, and representative government of
nineteenth-century merchants; nationhood, the Industrial
Revolution, trans-continental railways, canals and ports,
steamships, the manufacturing industries of central Canada,
the lumbering and coal mining of both east and west, the
banks and trust companies igeared to the production of
wheat'. In the twentieth century 'the whole economy pros-
pered or suffered with the changing fortunes of the prairie
farmer'.
Each of these stages has had its own peculiar problems and
results, but throughout Canadian history persistent charac-
teristics may be observed. Canada has been rich in resources,
and now grows, mines, or manufactures a widening variety
of products. But at no stage has Canada been self-sufficient
and she has always been dependent upon selling through a
competitive world system a few staples to a few markets,
Originally, France alone was the market; to-day, Canada is
dependent upon the United States and Britain. In 1938,
77*8 per cent, of Canada's export trade and 79-1 per cent, of
her import trade were with United States and Britain.
This dependence is increased by the circumstance that
Canadian mining, agriculture, and industry have adopted
American techniques and largely employed American machi-
nery, and that Canadian consumers have much the same
tastes as American consumers. Canada is even more linked
to and dependent upon the United States for imports than
a simple percentage may indicate. Similarly, Canada is more
seriously dependent upon Britain for the sale of her products
than a figure may indicate. Canadian trade has been mainly
triangular; exports to Europe have supplied a large propor-
tion of the exchange to pay for American imports. The loss,
then, of the British market would be to Canada a catastrophe